
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Destinations of Leavers from Higher Education (DLHE) 
Information about the data 

 
Data is collected via the Destinations of Leavers from Higher Education (DLHE) survey, which is 
a national survey of anyone who has recently qualified from any UK university. 

 
The survey is carried out on an annual basis for the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) six 
months after graduation representing a snapshot of graduate activity. An 80% response rate is required 
for UK graduates. 

 
The DLHE survey gathers detailed information on a leaver’s key activities following graduation 
including their employment and/ or further study. A sample copy of the questionnaire can be seen on 
the HESA website. 

 

Three and a half years into their careers, a follow-up survey is conducted by HESA on a sample 
of respondents to the early DLHE survey. This provides a valuable insight into the employment and 
study patterns of graduates. Due to the small numbers involved, data is only published at national level. 
Key findings from this longitudinal survey can be viewed on the HESA website.  
 
How the data is used  
 
The data is used by Careers Network to:  
 
• Help prospective students understand the value of a degree from Loughborough University.  

• Provide current students with information on a range of career opportunities open to them.  

• Showcase the achievements of Loughborough University graduates.  

• Inform Loughborough University staff on employability aspects of the service they deliver.  

 
The data is used by the Higher Education Statistics Agency to:  
 
• Allow government to evaluate and form higher education policy.  

• Provide comparative information on degree courses to prospective students via websites such as ‘KIS’ 
(Key Information Sets) and Unistats.  
 

• Provide a source of research data to the wider public as used, for example, by journalists for the 
publication of related articles and league tables. 

 

Caveats to the data 
 

In using and interpreting DLHE data it’s important to bear in mind the following points: 
 

• As the survey takes place only six months after receiving a qualification, many graduates, for one 
reason or another, may not have set out on their desired career path. 
• Those graduating from non-vocational courses often embark on further study or require a period of 
non-graduate level employment in order to gain work experience in a particular graduate profession, for 
example, psychology, media, art and design. 
• Changes to the political and economic climates may mean that prospective students will graduate into 
a different recruitment environment. 
• Statistical interpretation of the data is only possible where minimum number thresholds are met. 

 

Sharing of data and data protection 

T 

https://www.hesa.ac.uk/collection/c16018/questionnaires
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/collection/c12019
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/lt/unikis/
http://unistats.direct.gov.uk/


 

Use of the data adheres strictly to guidelines set down in the Data Protection Act 1998. 
 

Loughborough University graduates providing destinations data have given their permission for it to be 
shared within the University and used for analysis and research. Only anonymised data is published or 
shared outside the University or the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). 

 
If you would like further help or advice concerning destinations data please get in touch with Susie 
Brown Graduate Destinations Manager 

mailto:S.M.N.Brown@lboro.ac.uk
mailto:S.M.N.Brown@lboro.ac.uk

